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Ianiel Doncaster was apprenticed. first to WilLia^rn l{ild.e, a filesnith,

in 17?1 for seven years. He never completed. his apprenticeship with

liilliam tlilC"e for after three years, ia 7774, he was ?e--apprenticed. to

George Snith, a filesmith, for four years.

on 29 May IJJB, seven years after first becoming apprenticed-, he was

granted. his Freed.om by the Conpany of C\.zt1ers in Hallarnshire and had.
n

assigned- to him the Mark \,/ to mar{< his files,
l) J)

Presumably he d.id. mark his fires, although there is no proof that he

d.id..

rn l-BoB his eld-est son, tr'Iilliam, was appr€nticed. to hirn for seven

years.

+ r 6rIn 1615 h'illlam must have continued- working with his father but never

took out his Freed.om from the cutrerst conpanyn There was no need-;

his father had. the Mark.
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Daniel had started. converting c18ll. possibly John, his second. son,

went into that sid.e of the business. steel conver4iag was not an

apprenticed_ trad.e and did. not need. a Mark.

Lead.errs history of the c\rtlersr cornpany records a John Doncaster,

son of trfillia,n, of ocIey, Finninglexr as being apprenticed. to Darriel,

filesmith, in Ll)6 for seven years. This John carrnot be traced. from

farnily record.sr nor his father Wi1lia:n. But the d.ates assr:me that
Darriel was the Daniel who obiained his Mark 0 in L778. No other
Doncasters are recorded.. 

D I

Daniel died in 1819 and. presumabry williarn carried. on..using the Mark,

joined- by his brother John and. the converting business. Sheffield.

*irectories record- lfi}lia.n arrd" John as file rnarrufacturers, and steel
converters and refiners in 1821.

John died in 1B2J and. in 1829 l.Iillian was joined_ by the third and

youngest son, Daniel. Perhaps Daniel followed. John as the steel
converter, in partnership r,rith l{illian, the filenaker.

The partnership did. not prosper and in 1833 it was d.issolved-. rt
looks as though the two brothers disagreed., d_isproving the point that
tyou d-ontt have to like someone to wo'k with themr.

The Sheffield- directories indicate that Daniel went his or.rar way with
steel converting and merchanting. 

.
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Willian stayed. with files, but kept the d-oor open for other products

for on 24 April 1834 the Mark was surrend.ered. to the Cutlersi Company

by Jane Doncaster (wid.ow of Daniel), itenry Doncaster (brother of

Willian), md Daniel Doncaster, so that it could- be assigned. to

ttrillian to be rrstricken, impressed., or engraved., upon his goods,

wares or manufacturesrr. He received. i:he Mark on 30 May 1834 but we

d.onrt iceow that he ever marked- his good-s.

Willian retired. about 1837. There is a Sheffield street register

record.ing Willian a;rd. Daniel as file na;iufacturers, steel converters

and merchants, but this might only have been a carry over record..

A d.irectory records Willia.n as rrGent of High Housetr in 1837.

(ttigh House was d.irectly opposite Nether arrd. Upper Slack Forges which

are now Doncasters present Sheffield. r+orks).

Presurnably filemaking stopped. iohen he retired-, except possibly as

part of i;he business which naniel continued. as a merchant. The file

business finally &isappeared. about llzio :rhen Da.niel Doncaster & Sons

sold a subsid-iaryr Waterfall & Barber, io William Parker of Ecclesfield.

fn 1850 the Cutlerst CornpanSr widened- its scope to includ.e rmanufacturers

of steelt. Daniel d.id. not apply for trbeed.om nor ask for a Mark.

But he may have used- WilLiamrs.
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'fn 1Bl) a compulsory Registration of Trad.e Marks was forrned. which raay

have prornpted. Danie1 to w'rite against his fatherrs Mark these word.s:

rrcertificate of rrade Mark 
"0" 

granied to my father by the

Cutlerst Company L778. DD 2/23 1875". He was establishing his right
to the Mark even though 1! was stil1 registered in the name of Willian

who had- died. in L862.

How Daniel got his fatherrs original i{ark frorn the Cutlersr Company we

d-onrt hlow. Presumably he also had. I{illiamrs 1834 Certificate, for
that l-ad. not been surrend.ered..

The Mark d-oes not seem to have been used- since Willia.rnfs reti.rement

in 1837. lfei-bher Daniel'arho retired. in rBJ2 nor charles, his son,

who caruied. on the business made apphcation uld.er the new 1aws.

Daniel and charles both d-ied. in 1BB4 and a few years later on

12 August 1BB7 under a new Merchand-:ise I'iark Act, Daniel Doncaster & Sons,

Mercha.nts & Manufacturers, mad.e application, probably at samuelrs
n

instigation, for the Mark lVl claining it was an rold. Corporate Markr.

ft was gra.nted. in respect of tsteelr.

Fbom then until tod.ay, the Mark has been periodically renewed. in the

name of Daniei Doncaster & Sons, for t'siee1: machinery of all kind-s an4

parts of machinery (except agricultural- and horticultural and their
parts); and. metal good-s not included in other classesrr.

omn/u'ontLLy/ !! v

19 Jaa:uary 1979

R. T. Doncaster



AFFE}I}IX 42
B*arrl l-7 AuS"19??

She*t 1"

I),l.lffET, n0iiCJrSTER & SOIIS Lfl r?78 * 19?E

Ther* are th:'e* najor phases of the conpanJr gror*th" Thase
phases over'lap but are always conplenentati;. fhe;r r"iere conceirre,j-
bjt raen i';ho i.rere always looking ahead. e-nd. y-et noi'ei. fron the hase in
l.ihich they -rrcriled..

Each C"eveJ"op.'nent coincicled., or '.,"ras conse6.;e;ltiaL with, a
social e:'a of chang:e ancj, was in no 'ralr innovative, It was nof,
necessarii;r earl;r ii: the c;cle b::t nad.e r:-se of existing e:;pertise
a::.d 1.-noi"il-+r1,ge. indivielual prcCucts or pl'oce$ses .night be ::ers but
the trasic inCusiries i.rere ',reLl estaltlish*d"

Phas* I

Fhase Ti

1??8 - 1840

r_830 - Lg10
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Ch.aries ii
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18t1 * 1978 Fcrg*:nastersPhas* Ilf

Filenakin{ '/,-aS staiteil'ay D.*ni-el I tEhc lv-as gr*1ted. hi:r fueedcn
p+rd Trade l,lark p- on Zjth l,af L?73. l{e ;.rar sel-f e;rpioyed e;-rd. rras

DD
fol,lo'se* by l'ris oides-b son, trIilLia;n, i,-h,: iaier exteni.ed *he br-r-si.nc;s
activities,

S'beej-,raking s-Lenrnerl frcn lleniel TI, the th:.rC scn, r:ho starteC.
indapenden't1y as a inerchant and inncrter of S''ei.isb iron, iv-hich xas
convertecl into stee!. tr\rentue-1i-y hli.il-ia:a joinad, pri*h }arriel fI a,nd.
the file business d.eolineri"

j,lerch:rnting and s*eel co:rl'erti.ng ?ra$ ad,ted to by Charlei I lri*h
steel melting (c lBlO) and Senuel con-hinr:.*d thj.s intc ihe twentj-eth
century.

Just as converting !{as closely rela*ed--fo cutting *ools, so steel
melting lras reLated" to fo:'ging; first as a secondar;r process for i::: ;ots
and. then to produce forgings {1898). fhis stemned. fror,l Charles fI anci.
was supported. by Basii.

these chau-:.ges were pronpted. by social cha:ig:e ancl grolrth*

in 1?78 - 1B3O the need. '*ras fo:' ha:rd. to*ls and. agricu"ltural.
cutting inrplements; fil"es, ia:ives, sca-thes, sickles, ed the like"
Converted" bar was irleai for th*se proCuc-rs and. later on as a base for
steel nielting. ?he loca.l trade of cutl-ery, for =*hich Sheffiel-d. rn'as
farnorfsr grew froin these procegse$.



APPM{DIX A2
Bc*:d 1J Augrst

Sheet 2.

ts

fn 1860, engineering was sell establisherl and better q"taliiy
steel was d"emand.ed. for machine cutting *ools and. a variety of tool
steel engineering produc*s. f'ne cr''*cible process supplied. sach
material"

By f895, traarsport had" Cevelcped to require shaped. articles
in reaaonabie quanti*ies. A forge was no longer just for ingot
reduction ar tool s*eel bars" Sire era of d:ie forging ires taking
over fron the biacks;nith' D'ring the twgntieth cen*ury transpo:'t
in all forms and. ca.niial plant for in*,rstrXr led. *o so'-chistj-cated. a::d.
specialised forging equipment'

RrD/l$


